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the rebel leaders was prince Dipansgera of the Yav. principality of Jogjakarta.

“hen VYipanagara's father, smsmgku Mangkubuwana III, had died in 1814, he had been

succeeded by fi§asaga?a's vounger brother, whose mother was a gueen of highsr rank
than “ipanagara’s. However Raffles had promised Ripanagara that he would succeed to
the throne if it happened that his brother died before him. The brother did die first,
but by that time the Luteh were back and they put his 2-yr old son on the throne - ¥all
syas they must have bsen genuinely ignovant of Haffles' promise becsuse they made
Dipenagara one of the guardians of the young sultan. However Dipanagera did not

rebel out of dimappoinisent over the sueccession - what finally induced him %o rebel
was the decision of the itch govi. to make & road g¢ver pasrt of his property whers
there was a sacred tomb. JVipensgara's sutobiography gives & ¥uxi fascinating insight

.2%§§ - a syncretism of Islamic orthodozy and él§§§ Yav,

into his motivation - hm
tradition -~ seems to have been the most important force behind his sckions. In his
youth he moved from one " pesantrén " to another, and frequently went up to the mis.
to perform asceticism in lonely ceves. In his autoblogrephy he describes many visions
which appeared to him - for instance thet of <unan Kalidjege, ® the 16th cent. wali
8880C. W. the conversion of Java to Ilslam. On one occcasion when he was engaged in
meditation a2 men appeaved snd summoned him %o apreat before the Ratu Adil -~ Berg
associates the Ratu Adil w. Yav. Buddhism - says he is actually the bodhisattva
Haitreya, but in “iganagara's autoblography he is an Islemic figure - dressed like

an Arab, and says to “ip&n&g&r& ¥ you will lead my warrlors on Jave, and il anyone
should ask you, your mandate is the uran *. This meeting was sccompanied by all
sorte of weird phenomena - bats and owls screeching, the ses burning, a great thund-
ering noise etc. and the Ratu Adil's fage is descirbed ss too bright for & mesn to be

able to lock et it.
During the 5 years of the war, there -erve no pitched baitles -

Dipanagara and his allies were fairoly good a% guerrilla tactics - took the “uteh
guite a while %o get the upper hand. In 1829 Dipansgera's 2 chief allies surrendered,
and in 183%0 Vipenagara agreed ito negotiate and waes treacherously arresied by the
Duteh general at their meeting. *“e was banished %o Celebes and died there in 1855

{ wrote his autobiography in exile /.
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45 may be imegined, the Java ¥Yar did not improve the Tinancisl sit. of
the butch colonisl govie *he new “overnor-General, Johannes van den “osch, who
arvived in 1830, was sppointed becsuse of his previous career record ~ had been sant
on a special mission to restore prosperity to the Duteh West Indies in 1827, and had
managed do make this colony yield a large annusl profit to the “etherlands. He was
not an admiver of the ideas of VYaendels and “affles, and immedistely upon arrival he
introduced what is now known for all time as the " Culture “ystem " ( nth. to do w.

arrangements for
culture - translation of “utch " cultuurstelsel ¥ - means the emitivsiimmxsrres

cultivation, i.e agriculture Jo Its main provisions herked back to the systenm of the
Duteh E.I.C. ("Contingencies and Forced Deliveries " ) = in that the Yavanese were
required to deliver specified quantitiss of export produce ( or else to provide the
land end labour necessary %o do this, wh. ceme to the same thing ). FThere was a
glight difference under ven den Bosch's scheme in that the govi. itself no longer
exported the products as the Jutech BE.I.C. had done -~ this was now done by a semi-
official body,% the WHM ( Nederlandsche Handelsmastschapnij, i,e, the “eth. Treding
Co. ) , but despite this the central fact remains that van den Bogeh had returned to
the 0l1d tribute system. The govi. of Jeve was once sgiin to be a machine for collect-
ing export produce %o ship back to Burope. In the ssme spirit, he tock measures %o
/ the erosion of their suth-

restore the position of the Yav. Regents - thought that the unrest ( Java ¥sr ete. )
ority had contributed %o
e did notm approve of the way they had been reduced to the status of govi. servants,
and even been transferred from pdsce to placs, so that they lost much of their in-
fluence they hed had in the traed. Jav. situstion. He therefore recognized the prin-
ciple of hereditaery succession in the Hegenciles, and went back %o the old system
whereby they derived their income from the possession of large land-holdings and from
rights to peasant labour, instead of getting selavies.zz

*he " Culture System " lasted for some 34 decades end did Just what
van den fosch had hope for ~ it not only made the colony pey but as time went on it
provided a larger and larger proportion of the Yutch domestic budget. “s esrly as
18%%, acc. to Hall, a profit of 3 wmillidn guillders was paid into the Yuich treasury,

/ ware added to the list of those wh. had to be grown for the

ggv%ere and more producits { van den “osch had begun ¥. indigo and sugar, but later

on coffee, tea, tobacco, nepper, cinnmamon, cobtton atc. were added } enormous quant-

ities of produce flowed into Holland. %his revived Dutch shipping, made Amsterdem
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a great entrepot for troplcal products, and the profits made paid off Holland's
public debt. 4¥x¥8% An admiring Englishsmen, J.B. Money, wrote & book called Java, or

How to Manage a “olony ( publ. 1861 ).
Yhat was the effect of the " Culture vysten ©

on the “avanese? Had certain bad features - the neanant had to grow the govi. export
crops bhefors starting on the crops whe were %o feed him and his family ( i.e. the
rice crop ) and although van den Bosch had leid down that not more than 66 days a year
wag to be spent on growing the govi. crops, at least 90 days was required to grow
coffee, and in addition there §Zz§ still the corvée { forced lsbour )} requirement

by whe the govi. did its roadbuilding etc. - Zmxmi¥ the peassnt could end up working
200 days s vear for the govi. and zo ¢ld. not gorw wmuch Tor himself. Iuring the yrs.
1848-50 there was widespread famine in Centrsl Javae for this resson. However, Farp-
ivall saysithat our picture of %the “ulture Svsten Iz hes been painted for us by the
Liberals who subsecuently put an end %o it, and they deliberatsly painted 1% in v.
dark colours. Hell syazs that the popl of Yave incressed from 6 to 9 mix and & half m.
under the Culture System, mrg rice cultivation did incresse when vou fske the overall
figures, and also the inbtrod. of new »zxwrk export crops did benelit the Javanese.

The famines of the 1840s made guite an impact on the ﬁééhérlanﬁs,
end from this time on Dotch liberals began & long and bitter e-mpaisgn sgainst the
Julture “yatem. * Liberal " is rather an ambiguous word - includes not only those
who for humsnitarisn reasons waented a more liberal or free society for the Javanese
but alsc those who were " liberals " only in the sense that they were advocates of
§;2§§3§ enterprise - and therefore against the Yutch govi.'s monopolies in Indonesis
- wanted to open up the colony to private enterprise. In 1860 the §§§§§§§§§ for the

sbolition of the ¥ Culture System " mzmm gained meomentum by the publication of 2 works

The first was a nuvel ky called Hax Havelkar, written by an ex-indon. govi. official

“dwerd Bouwes Dekker, who wrote under the pseudonym Multatudi ( " I have born much " ),
;h% 3 story of the book iz based on Douwes Dekker's own csreer - describes the fate

of an official vwho is dismissed because he %tried to protect the natives from the opp-
regsion praciised undey the “ulture “ystem. D.D. was particularly strongly against
the Imich practice of getting the Regenis to do thsir extortion for them -~ gives =&

very vivid and emotional portrait of one arbitrary tyrent, epparently taken Trom s
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real-life “egent ( see de Hasn ). ‘he second publication was g pamphlet of Isasc
Fransen v. der futter , entitled The Regulstion of “ugar “ontracts in Java. V.d.

forced cultivation
Patte had been emploved by a suger factory deasling with the product of zmifaxen and

had afterwards,z s a tobacco planter in the exirsme east of Java, become acguainied
with free cultivation. In his writinge he displayed a v. thorough knowledge of thé
operation of the Yulture System and he said that the famines of the 1840s had arcused
the public conscience and that psople were shocked at Bm the mpper oppression of the
Javanese and now was the time %o do sth. He said that natural disasters, locsl mis-
govermment and sbuses, etc. wers not the real problems - the primary cause of the

pad sit. was the Cé%?ure Systenm iteelf, wh. was " rooted in unrighieousmess ". 4l
though pecple might say that if iiiz the Gulture gystem were to be abolished the
detherlands would lose the v. large +ndonesian contribution %o its budget, he was
convinced that wise reforms and the liberstion of land and labour, would furnish
equally large contributions out of direct tazation. This of course is highdy remin-
isecent of Raffles' ideas, and indeed menk of the Dutch libersls, for instance “hor-
becke, who Immdxihsymse led the Liberal :ovt. wh. came to office in 1862, max regard-—
ed Raffles with some veneration. Thorbecke made v.d. Putte Minister of “olonies and
during the time he held that post { 1863-6 ) things began to move in the direction

of fres enterprise.



