Firat Term, 1974:; Dutch snd Indonesians in the 18th centurv,.
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Changes in the nsture of the VOU " empirs .

Refer back to Coen's idea of &
far~flung webh catching the vwhole trade of isis in its mesh. 17th centuryv:

widely-dizpersed Dutch f&ctorieég&ggtgggggtablished and maintained by milit-

ary cempaigns which took VOU armies to meny different pargs of SHA. But
Coen's vision vroved in the long run not viable: There seem to have been
several ressons for this: 1). as we have seen before, to cut out rival sea
traders, whether Duropesn or Asian, it prc?é& necesgsary to ersdicate their
land end harbour refuges, and thus to conguer one sultanste or principality
after snother. These wars were costly, and thers was & limit %o the amount
of territory the VOU could ressonsbly expect to hold; 2). many of the Fmm
VCC posts turned out to operate at a loss { e.g. Japen ). It seems s that
one factor here was the Company's monopoly policy, which zmf drasticelly re-
duced the profits which could be made by the Asian inhsbs. of its territory,

and hence theilr buying vower - so they could not afford the LHuropesn and

Cjwfbk: west or sast iAsian goods which the VOO wished to sell in its efforts to est.

a 2-way trade. 3. malpractices among the Company's own servants - e.g.
private trading ( forbidden ), tmkim siphoning off & vercentage of the Com—
pany's goods etf. Thé cccurrence of this sort of thing might be expected in
a sit. where salaries were very low, there were no pensions - and, as de Grasf
says, pe men did not go out to the east in the expectation of being just as
poor when they returﬂ;zf /én 1696, tthe VOC still showed a profit (F 40m )

but %§ 1725 the period of louses began - reached S7m. in 1779. To hide this
situation from the Dutch public ~ VOC was one of the chief pillars of the
Hetherland's prosperity - the regular dividend continued %o be paid { it
averaged 16.5% between 1737 and 1782 4+ de Graaf p. 166 ), and the gap was made

up from loans.

K /:s»-\ 1722, Ab ﬁ? f?ix{f Gé‘w fzé«m\j’; %g{;g;z{fg Lore

v

P C;ﬁ!i%j b L\‘féao[%g ééw/ p7e s br 4‘5



Lrisxeitwatipnxnyxresnseixioxthex¥ee This lack of success in its internat.
trade made the VOC turn to & different sort of operation, one centred mainly
on Java, where its principal base was situated. They begsn to depend inc-

reasingly on extracting export produce from Jeva. 'The products involved wers

teak, - Javs at this period still had extensive teak forests - and & number

of ecrops which were actually introduced into Jave by the VOC.  Of these the
most important wes coffee, planted principally in the hilly regions of west
Java ( the Preanger }. The coffee was produced ¥ via the agency of the native
regebts { Bupati /) / gn %aelrggﬁggcf ip ;ogg%gggtéa%ivézéufaﬁﬁegd to deliver a
certain amont at & certain price. This price was at first arrived at by
agreement between the 2 parties, but as time went on the VOC wag in the stronger
pesition and could fix it unilaterally. The Hegent was sllowed %o reise his

own " taxes " ( in kind )} and wag ex pected to ¥ pay Y his own subordinates.

In ﬁis{ricﬁs outside the cofifee and tesk areas, & different system, that of

" contingencies " operated: here the Regent signed & deed of alliance in

whe he agreed to deliver a part of the produce of his regency & to the V(C

as a form of {ribute, without payment. { In fact the distinction between the
2 systems was blurred as contingencies were sometimes paid for snd foreed
deliveries not.i’}. The humble g beginnings of %h%jﬁu £eB colonial admin,
were laid at this period with the sppointment of " oversecrs " {( opzieners

= =lso known as coffee-seargesnts from their function in orgenising the most
important crop ;) who were supposed to see that the culiivators were complying
with their instructions to plant & certain amount of a certain crop { reasnns
why they might not: interference with rice cultivation, and consid. dilution
of profitabikiky by the time it reached the base level Jo Also supposed to
keen an eye on the Regent. In practice many coffee~seargesnts made gquite a
bit of money for themselves by advancing money to the Regent, at interest,

to allow him %o carry through the cultivation of the crop { not paid until
delévered ). oOee Furnivall, Neth., India Pe 37 and p. 19%. .

l. Jee Palmier, Soc. Status, p. 29, " Jav. Nobility " p. 206, and van velderen
Rengers, Feilure of a Liberal Colonial Policy p. 10.
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Vii's 18the, militery ventures,

Also concentrated on Java. Banten nov &
dependent state. First half of 17th century a period of intensive VOO in-
volvement with Mataram, beginning with the “ Jav. wars of succession &

T Ly 7 3 % 3 { (5 uE
1904 Pirst Jav. dar of Succession: Hangkurat IIT { Sunan Hes )

. -+

by the Duteh in favour of Fangeran Puger ( later Pakubuwana I }, who

&
4

had asked for their assistance.
1706,7: expeds. v, Surapati, who had allied w. Hanglurset IIL.
1719: Second Jav. der of Succession. dhen P.B.I died, the succession of his
son Hangkurat IV was contested by his other sons. Hangk. IV was established

on the throne w. Duteh help.

The period from 1740 to 1757 was one of slmost continusl warfare on Java. If
preasdrzwithx began anmong the Chinese community in Batasvias - a very large
community {remshxmsrer whose presence there owed much to direct Dutéh sngoursge-—
ments Coen for instence had considered the Chinese more diligent than the
natives, and regarded their presence as sssential to Batavia's commercisl
sacéess. They were active in many fields - tradesmen, artisans, smsll traders,
restaurateurs, arak distillers, and were foremost in commercial agriculture -
esp. sugey ( also important in the estment. of commercisl sugar vplanting in
Siem in the 19%th century ). Later Dutch administrators however, were alsrmed

* 5 00t. 1705: Hermen de Wilde made & new agreement with the Sunen, whereby th
whole Preanger and the state of Cirebon passed from Hatarsm to the VOC; also

the esastern haelf of Hadura. State debt cancelled, but Sunan obliged %o deliver

800 koyans of rice pe.a. for a quarter century. Cerrison of 200 in Kartasura.
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by the threst which sesmed %o be posed by unemploved Chinese who formed it
inerant gengs, and regulations were intvoducsed which provided for the deporte-
ation of Chinese not usefully employed to the Dutch plantstions in Ceylon end
sk the C. of Good Hope. Thers were sbuses in the carrving out of these
regulstions: some Dutch officials extorted money from weaslthy Chinese under
the threst of d§§ort&%i@n; and rumours spresd that the Duteh wers asctuslly
shipping the Chinese end throwing them overboard at s is & result, largs
rumbers of Chinese Tled from Batavie and begen to orgenise srmed rvesistance,
and when thi: became known, the non-lhinese population of Batavis went berserk
- fell upon the remaining Chinese in a series of massacres. The -G ( ¥IX
Valckenier ) actuslly ordered the immediste execution of all Chinese prisonsrs.
Cutaide Batavia, the Chinese resistance spread along the entire north comst.
and inland t® when the ruler of Matarem ( P.B. IT ~ had come %to the throne
in 1727 ) =z decided fo join forces with the Chinese: killed the Duteh
garriscn. However, he later haed second thoughts asbout the wisdom of this

and made peace with the Dutch. But zwests Jav. involvement had & logic of its

el

own which was sustained without him, and in fact he was dethroned by the anti-
Dutch party ( repleced by & grandson of Mangkurat IIT ).

Tn the event the Duteh got on top of the sit. - sided by Cekrening-
rat IV, prince of HMadura, who hoped to profit from this allisnce { smbitious:
wanted & domain on the Jav. meinland J. P.B. IT was restored to his throne:
in return, had to cede to the VOO the whols n. cosst of Jave and to rencunce

{ for 1746 contract see de Grasf p. 260
all claims %o sugerainty over Fadure. After regeining his throne, he shified

the capital to surskarta ( Solo ). Finally, Cakraningrat, whom the VOC had not
rewerded as he had expected, led a fierce cempeign v. the Dutch ( see De Graaf
Ppe 260261 ) which ended in his being exiled to the Cape.

fo lesting pesce was estd,, however. P.B. II's brother, Manglaubumi,
rose in rebellion, Joined by his nephew Mas Said. Thexwaz They pgained a

considereble smount of support and the war tock on the ssvect of a war of

liberation v. Duteh control. During the war P.B. IT died, snd on his deathbed
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ceded { " nitipsken " ) his kingdom to the Dutch. The Duteh had to fight &
long and destructive wer to put P.B. II's son ( P.B. III } on the throne, and
their pogition was made the more difficult in that there was a serious revolt
in Banten in 16%50/1 which neemszisted necessitated the involvement of VOC
troops. ( see de Graaf pp. 260-T1 .
Fighting went on until 1755. IDuring this time thers was & rather com-

plicated and shifting vatiern of allisnces, and the Dutch vere zmzzm able
to 2 certain extent to isolate / sepaeréite the rebel leaders ( check ). In
1755 the Dutch had established control of the sit. such that they were sble
to partition Materem ( treaty of Gianti 13 Feb 1755 ). It was divided into
2 main principalities, one w. ite capital still at Surskerts, under P.B. I1I,
and one w. its capital et Jogyskarta, ruled by Hangkubumi ( title now Sultan
Mangkubuwens ~ Hemengkubuwana ) . Both states acknowledged VOC suzerainty.
In addition , in 1757 & 3rd small principality ( of 4,000 cacehs - dependent
on Surskarta ) wes cremted for Mas Said. Called the " Hanglunegeren " princ-

elity after the title of its ruleyrs. The territory of ea. principality was
not in o singls block, but ffagmen%eé/ int s Eﬁﬁérgga%tefeé among tracts of
land belonging to the other principalities, an arrangement made by the Dutch
to prevent dangsrous concentrations of power. These 3 princely henses ( and
a 4th, the Pakualaman, crested as a fief of Yogye by Raffles ) ares still in
existence.

The last major Dutch cempaign on Javas was the conguest of the zo-
called ¥ (OOsthoek ¥, which took place between 1767 and 1T777. The pol. =
ap-aratus here csnitred on Balamhangan, the last H. kdom on Java, belonging
%o the 5éliﬁe$e culfural shhere rehter than the Jev. Arves became a refuge
for anti-Dutch elements: sons of Surapati, Chinese who had fled there aftsr
the 1740 troubles, Buginese, Makassarese, Madurese ( check last three ). One
curious cultural result of the Dutch conquest was that the Dutch actually en-
forced & change in the state religion from Hinduism %o Islam, %to bresk Balamb-

angan's ties w. Bali.



3o by V77T the Ruizmkxhsd VOO had in fact extinguished or subjugeted all
rivals on Jave. But it did not survive long to extract ks profit from its
expanded domein, being dissolved on 31 Dec. 1799, thus providing s nest periocd-
ization for butch colonisl history. Whet was the reasen for its being wound
up? Ven Lsupr: iﬁ§§§§§§§%§§§§z in Burop. politics. These devis. were

1lj. 4mericen Wer of Independence — Iutch took Americen side, and therefore

sd sustained Hnglish attacks in S5HA:;  English maneged to congaer the
V(s possessions in Indis and most of “umatre. Of zt. importance was the
superiority, by this period of time, of English shipping: could prevent the
VUG getting products from Indonesia to their Eurcpean markets. 1784; Treatly
of Paris compelled the Dutch $o give the English the right %o trade in their
territoriss, breaking the VOU monopoly.
2}. French Riv. Hepercussions in Holland: 1795 2 republican govi. { the
Batevian Hepub. ) was set up. Sheliered by the French Revolutionsry armies,
and the Duteh ruler, Wm. ¥V, fled to England. From London issued instructions
to VOC governors not to obstruct the entry of British forces as pert of the
anti~French strategy. British promiszed to give back the Dutch possessions after
the war succesfully completed snd Wm. restored. So British took the Cape of
G.H., Ceylon, all the Dutch posts in India and on the west coast of Sumatra,
and also Halacca. DUid not attempt to take Java - interesting to know what
wld. have happened if they had, since the Dutch G-G at Batavis and other off-
icials were apparently prepared to disregerd Wm's instructions and resist.
The Bataviaen Recub. anparently regarded the VOO ss Ex s pillar of
the sncien régime, and fewk decided to take over its territorial possessions
grgxitevaekiy on 31 Dec. 17%9. Also toock over ite dsebts: 134m guillders. Seems
an enormous sum compared w. its initial capital of 6.5m. ( cf. de Grasf, p.
354: encumbrances of ¥¥& 126m, ovrofits/ assets of 1m ). { ven Leur does

figures of P 3
not comment on éaigggs-shéét az a2t winding-up J
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18th. cent. in retrospect is seen as a century of almost continual warfare

for the VOC; 1iat 3}% with Javanese powers and remainder with Zuropean enemies.
However, & societles capacities seldom sesm bo be sntively taven up by warfare,
and the Duteh on Java did have other preccoupstions. UWhat were they like?

ine misteke one must avoid is to identify with the Dutch: %o sssume that
because they were Buropeans, they must somehow be like us, as opposed to Asians,
whom we know to be different. Europeans of this period were alse v. diff.

from ug, and in some ways had more in compon with Asians of lthe ssme psriod.

It is very hard for us to sympathize with Coen, for instance, when he has a
L-year-cld girl put to death because she had allowed herself to be seduced

a2%2
by her fiancé { see Doxer, Dutch Ses-Borne Pmp. p. ) or to regerd with any-

thing but revulsion the fates that those convicted of homosexuality or witche—
creft met ( torn with red~hot pincers end so on . Dutch not particulsrly bad,
Just typicsl. Duitch are sometimes portrayed, in contrast to the Portugusse,

gz primerily herd-headed businessmen, not much interested in veligion. Dut
they were also children of the age, and it was an age vhich though instincitve-

1y in religious categordes - see e.g. Betavie prohibvitions sgeinst the sale of

firearms to netives who are not Christiens.

to follow: Datavia ( lecture VII, 1971 ppe -4 and lecture on datavie j

~ impeet of Dutch on Indon. civ. { lecture VII, 1971 pp. 6-8,

gnd meterial on 18th cent. Jave cive. - Yasadipura T and II

of Surskerta; Kenggswarsita, 1803 - 1873 ).

See  Prage,.  Lit. & Jowe ol




