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Dutch Strategy in the 17th century.

We have already seen the rise of the Jav,

state of Mataram, sth. of its organisation and the reaction of its aristocracy

to the Dutch presence. In genersl, the initiative in encounters with the Duteh

had come from Materam { 1628/9 attscks, 1674 onwards realization of the " useful- ?
ness " of Dutch sssistance ). What &bautvthe Dutch? Yhat was in it for them?
‘,I‘%hiﬂk it fair to say that they were not then primerily interested in Mataram:

they were drawn into its affairs, 1T not actuslly reluctantly, &t leasst in an
unplanned Tashion.

Primsry eims of V.0.0" in 17th century were defined by J.P. Coen,
the founder of Batavia. He envisaged not & territoriel, colonial empire { Hed he
even conceived this?? ) but & s.0. trade empire based on & network of small strong-
helds throughout Asia - not only Indonesie - a town here, an island there. He
wvas interested not only in taking spices fo Burope, but alsc in inter-fsisn trade:
he wanted %o obbein for the VOU the role of middleman, Thus the Dutch took Indian
teztiles to SEA to sell there; they also imported opium tx into Indonesia. Looke
ing at the whole picture, we can see that the 17th century wes a time of %tremendous
Sutch setivity ell over Asia - in the west, established themselves on the Coromand-
el coast and in Ceylon ( taking over from the Portuguese, who however retained e
settlement at Goe ). In the east, they were active in ( divided ) Vietnsm, and
alsc in Japan.

iater on, however, it became obvious that a policy of helding only
small = outposis would not work. One of the major weaknesses of the Portuguese
empire was that it involved defending impossibly long lines of communicstion from
one fort to the next. To control the ses, you had to control at the same time

fairly large areas of the land. The Dutch may have been able to destroy native
shipping because of their superior ertillery, ete., but they could not destroy
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Islem became & rallying point for the Holuccans. “ne Dutch on their side began
to propagate Christianity among the Holuccans for political reasons: hence the
creation of so-caelled ¥ rice “hristians ". In 1635 there was a general revolt in
the Molucces, and another in 1650 = & veaction sgainst the institution of the
“hongi-tochten ( regular naval patrola to destroy unlicensed spice trees - becuase

ixprsr wanted only a certain agiount produced, all of wh. wld be

the Dutch %

marketed by them - didn't want any to be grown and " smuggled " by their Burop.

competitors -~ would bring the Burop. price down if there was mors on %ﬁé market Je
Az 8 result of this intensive involvement, the Holuccss were desply

colonised from @ very early period, aend this had far-reaching consequences for

the native socliety. ( 1% is one thing to say that the Dutch were only one strand

ine a predominantly Asian pattern, but another to deny that any of their actions

had imporitant conseguences for the future Jo It is only here that we find

native languasges actually superseded by Eurcpean ones - led to the formation

of a distict ¥ ecreole " identity: see Sjshvir, Cut of Exile, pp. 103-4. .he

most dramstic results of this cultural sseimilation are seen in Ambon. { Dubch

ermy; Christians; Republik Maluku Selatan, etc. )

After the subljugation of the Moluccas, the centre of anti-Dutch
trade shifted %o Maksssar, Hakssser is wall situvated for trade contacis with

the Molueccas, Java, Bandjermessim ( pepper ) the Lesser Sundss aend the southern

Philipoine ares. Its growth was stimulated by Helay emigration after the Portuguese

took Melacce, and also from Johors vhen that siate was crippled by Acehnsse raids.
By 1600, there was a large Malay colony, and its rulers encouraged foreign traders
- Cheinese, Indisns, Arabs, Javanese, Portuguese, Englisch and Danes. In the
early 17th century, ¥hsrz 2 developments took place: 1) Islamizetion

2). the local Makassarese sristocracy started to take & more direct part in
trade - first hiring foreign ships, then having their own built in Jeva. They

also used Portuguese pilots. By the 1630s, Makasser had a considerable sphere of
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influence - most of { coastal ) Celebes, parts of the Holuccas, Lesmser Sundss.
They used Portuguese fire-arms, end constructed fortifications along Huropean
lines. Bsecsuse of their breach of the Dutch trade monopoly, & elash had %o

come sooner or later. In 1660 a Dutch expedition was sent to Makasser, and a
treaty was sigded under which the Sultan promised to expel the Portuguese : he
did not. In 1666 a second expedition was sent under ~ornelis ven Speelman.

He was helped by Buginese troops under Aru Palaka of Boni, who had a personal
grudge against the Sultan { note: Buginese from the area on the western shores
of the gulf of Boni ). After a four month siege, the Dutch succeeded in imposing
the so-called Hongsys Contract. By this the Sultan acknowledged Dutch overlord-
ship end gave them a trade monopoly. Mskessar's forts had to be dismantled,
except for the main one, which would be occupied by & Duteh garrieon. All non-
Buteh :urapgggs to be expelled; heavy indemnity to be paid. 1668: %reaty
e?aeiéﬁs,«%%aeged fighting, Sulten had to abdicate. From them on, Makessay wes
wader direct Dutch administration - diff. from e.g. Java wh. when subjugated by
the Dutch was indirectly ruled iw until v. late: by which the Dutch reinforced
Jav, civ. amd the " Javanese-ness ”‘Gf the Javs. - their cultural pretensions ceme
to be resented later by e.g. the Makassarese. The “uginese zrea also came under
Dutch hegemony. The result of this conquest was a tremendous emigration -
Hakassarese and Duginese came to play a role in the history of Siam, Cambodia,
Halaya etc ( Maksssarese pleyed a part in turbulent 1680s in Siem ).
Minengkebsu aves ('arouad Padang Pendjeng ). Dutch had trade interests here too
-~ Hinengkebsu area = inland but connected %o the trééing world by virtue of iis
geld and pepper. Aceh had a monopcly in the trade in these until c. 1640, when
e e AN

1663: Painan contract between Dutch and Minang chiefs. From this time on the

the Dutch utilised Mineng resentment of the Acehnese LoUoBSEbi

Dutch were farily firmly established at Padang, although relns. with the Minang
were not always good - now it was the lutch monopoly that was resented. However,

the Dutch presence in Minang did not have such a disastrous effect on netive
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society ms 1t hed elsevhere: the Hinsng were producers rather than traders of
pepper, and apart from growing pepper they were wet-rice farmers, in contrast
to the Holuccsns, who were depsndent on Jave for rice. Hevertheless, after the

Dutch wews tk established themselves there it seems thet there was incrsased

emigration, wh. had however started earlier for other ressons : centripetal vs.
centrifugel socieities. Mineng emigration msinly to Malays, where they becanme

rivels of the Buginese.

So_what was the situstion E¥x¥Y8esrtscinkexs

The Dutch had est-
ablished a fairly tight control over the Moluccas; also controlled Mskessar,
essential to the protection of their interests; looser control over Minang area.
They had already teken an importent part in Jav. politics, both in Banten and in
Materam. UNote that the Dutch VOC - one unit - was dealing with a no. of pol.
units - Jave itself divided into slices: Banten / Cirebon / Matarem / Balambeng-
an, and the rest of the archipelago shows & similar pdlitical fragmentation.

This raises the question of the existence of any larger ties of unity between the
various parts: was the modern nation of Idonesia entirely a Duteh creation?
Prior to the later period of Dutch colonization are we merely chronicliﬁg the
histories of =ms separate states, sope relstively more important than others, but
in general presenting & picture of fragmentation?

At the level of state organisetion, it is reasonable to say that

there was no unity. At the personsl level, however, we do find certain peo ple

whoe provide & link between developments in different parts of the archipel.

Such a Tigure is Surspati. He was involved with almost every anti-Dutch mewiz
group in the decades immediately before end affer 1700. It is on this basis that
he has become a national hero of the modern Indonesian republice. e is a rather
exceptional figure, since he iz one of the few important protagonists of the

period of non-royal birth. Although it is hard to say for certain, it seems likely
that he was in origin a Balinese slave brought %o Batavie. At this time there

wes & consid. no. of Balinese slaves in the Duteh settlement: victims of the
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imkerm=k wars of the petty principalities of Bali, they came %o form & sericus
" secutity problem ¥ in Batavie - fmi# tended to run away, form gangs, rung amuk.
Heny of them fled to the uplands above Batavia. It is in this ares that we First
heer of 5., as leader of a banfl of Balinese. For a time he enlisted in the VOO
army, and in this way became involved in the affairs of Banten, belng given the
task of locating Abulfatah and his party end arranging for their surrender. With
Abulfatsh were his loyel son, Purbsya, and & certain Mskssarese by the name of

By _this time his homelend had heen
Sheik YusuR, & Muslim scholer of some eminence. He was also theson-in-law of
conquered by the Dutch: he became one of the Mskassarese expatriates who plaved
fbulfateh: an examphe from better documented %1mes of ﬁhe sort of alliance whe

warious voles in the history of SEA, usually of e more military natures
treditionsl accounts suggest was important for the lslemization of Indonesia,

Surapati actually arranged for the surrender of the party, but the bshaviour of

a certain Dutch officer who demanded Abulfatah's personal kris be surrendered -

& humiliating demend in his terms - caused the Banten varty to flee, and a quarrel
to arise between 5. and the Dutch officer, leading o sn irrevocable break beiween
5. and the VOC. The Banten party were even tuslly rounded up: Jusuf was exiled

to the Dutch settlement at the Cape, where he died 1699. His grave, near Hakessar,
ig still a place of pilgrimage. Surapati, however, pursued by VOC forces, escaped
into the capital of Matarem. Here he joined forces with the Patih, who wes pursuing

gn enti-Dubtch policy.
At this time the ruler of Mataram, Hangkurat 11, wuss

fo 4,600,000, When he heard that the VOC was sending an expedition %o Hartssurs

feeling the pressure of his debt, from the Trunsjeya was, whe §§§3§i%

under the renowned Cap%giﬂ Tack, well known for this part in the fighting §§§%§aai

T?anagaya, he feared *hat the “u%ch wers eemang $o extract. his m&rey f?% %iﬁ”ﬁﬁ%;'

way or aaath%rg In fact Tack was em%sgsre to r@éave %he %%bt £0-'a nidre f. 344, OGG
providing %a%arﬁ reﬁoanaeé all claims to eavereﬂgaty overj? 1?9%Qne Tack was alao

1%5»%asted to s@t @uraagt;,

To cut a long story short, %aﬂgkarat thcugh aet willing

himself o ﬁak@ up ‘arms’ agalﬂs% the Duteh, a¢36weé 3&?&@&1 to meke aa attack wh.

took *he Duteh %g sarprlseg %%%X%g i suffareé grea% losaes,

including Tack himself.,
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After this encounter, H angkurst II llost coursge in face of the anger

/ promised that he @guld " punish those responisble for the outrage ”
of the VOC, end Surapati left Bertasura for East Jave, where he set up =x a
semi-independent principality at Pasurusn. Here he recelved snti-Dutch elements
from many regions - Javanese, Mekassarese, Malays and Chinese - moatly iradine
peoples who had most to lose from the Dutch monopoly. Hs also sent embassies to
Siam. In 170%, when the so-cklled " First Javanese Wer of Succession * broke out,
Surepati took the anti-Dutch side, but the Dutch cendidate won, and thereafter the
Dutch turned their energies towerds his domain. In 1706 Ghey sent an expedition
to Pasurusn, and Surspti himself was killed in battle. In the following year &
2nd Dutch expedition took Pasuruan, and his sons escaped deeper into sastern Java.
Here they and their descendents continued to cause trouble for the Luteh until at
~ least 1778,

From this caresr cen perhaps deduce that their wes & certain amount of
communication end co-ordination between those elements whose interests led them to
oppose the Dutch: meinly Islemic trading communities. ( Banten, Mskassar, Malays
from Borneo etec. ) Note on Surapati's own religion: no pbsitive evidence, but it
is known that many of the Balinese of Batavia became Muslims ( and have now become

absorbed into the Batavien popilation: no surviving Hindu-Balinese community Je

1% should not be thought, however, that with the expansion of butch
interests in the 2nd half of the 17th century, ihm both native states and individ-
uals beceme entirely precccupied with them as against any other outside contacts.
Perhaps the clearest im example of the continuing importance of other civilisat-
ions im Aceh. Throughout the 17th century - even in the second half, which was
& time of political decline - Aceh had & two-way contact with the Muslim Holy
Land which was an imporiant element, perhaps the most important, in forming its
own identity, end which also had its influence on the civilisation of other regions

e to it Gs;%; ﬂ,&s rosg-roads B . . .
of Indonesis. 2%&%” 2 f i et et %g of Fuslim trede, many {traders

sxat( mostly, it seems, Gujeratis ) and from Persis also cme to Aceh.

These contaects introduced into this region meny popular Arab literary works,
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either directly or via the medium of Persisn. See Schriske, II, pp. 252-3 for
list - includes the Amir Hanssh romances, Baysn Budiman, Lails and Majnun, Yusuf
and Anbive tsles, " Hirrors for Mongrchs ¥ { Taj as~Salatine and Bustan as Salatina ).
These works were adapied into Halay, and some also into Javanese.
is a8 religious centre, 17th century Aceh was graced by some
famous Muslim theoclogians, including the following: Hamgah Fansuri: floreat

S P (- —_ .
during the reign of Sulten Ala‘*ul-Din Ri‘&yat Shah { 1B88 - 1604 }. See Syed
%

Muhsmmed Naguib al-fttas, Thex Mysticism of Hemgeh Fensiri. Hamzah's family seems
. T
to have been from E&rgsg in Sumaetra, but he himself may have spent his child-
hood in Siam. Hefers to his much~travelled existence in the following verse:
Hemzeh Fansuri didalem Maklish
Henchari Tuhen di Baytu'l-Ka bah:
B aﬁ]i Barue ke Kudus terlalu paysh

Akhirnge dapat didalem mmzk rumsh.

ie€e Hamzah Fansurd in Hecca
Seerches for God in the House of the Ks'bah:
From Barus %o Kudus he wesrily goes:

&% last he Binds [:Eim:)in his own house,

# Hamzsh Fensurl wes & mgstic, who regarded the ritusl observances of
Islam ( ﬁheﬂprayers, etc. ) as of lesser importance. His pupil Shams al-Din of
?asaiséa§§52@ on his school of thought., Later, hovwever, an orthodoz " back-lash ¥
hit Acsh, represented by the Gujlarati FTur al-Din el-Reniri, who wes in Aceh from
1637 to 1644, when he returned to Gujerst ( d. 1658 ). He fiercely condemned the
heterodox mysticism of Hamzah Fansuri'and his followers, committing their books
and even thelr disciples mercilessly %o the flames. The number of his works is
vast, in Arabic as well as in Malay. One of his many works is the Busten al-

Sﬁ;&%éﬂ { ¥ Garden of Kings g; " g voluminous mirror of nrinces in ? vola, ©
¢
K

# Source: H.J. de Graefl, " South-Bast Asisn Islam to the 18%th century Y in ths

Cambrides History of Islam, vol. 1I, Cambridge 1970.
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The last of the great mystics and the wmost famous was Abd sl-Rauf of
Singkel ( just north of Barus ). He was probably born soon after 1024H / 1615
and died after 1105H f 1693, In 164% he left for Arsbia, vhere he studied for
19 years in different places. Yhen his teacher died in 1661, his successor gave
him permission to do teaching duties himself. He then returned to Aceh where he

fepained active for many years. At the request of the sultan he wrote a legsl
Pt what-
o s
e vy
/ 2

work, for the purpose of which he first had tq;%%%i}§§§8§§“§§w%%f%i:%%iﬁgnf?sm
the Sultenfs private secretary. He wrote altogether 21 works. An orthodox
mystic. His fame was not confined to his native country and spreadss far as W,
Jdava. Afer his death he wes venerated as a national hero, so that later he came &zj‘
to be regarded as the first Muslim preacher in Aceh. Thousands still visit his
grave, from which he derives his name, Teunku di Xusla.

1

See Snouck Hurgronje, Mekka in the latter Part of the 19th Century, p. 28p, for

the Meccan community's opinion of the Acehnese: " one knows that their native
land is distuinguished fropm ofther Jawaeh lands by the prevalence of paederasty,
and further the Achdhmese annoy all Arabs with ihe vhonm they come into contact

by their silly idea that Achih is one of the centres of Hoslin civilisation.”

g Helns. biwsn. Acehnese and Halay: Spouck Hurgronje, Mekks, p. 264

says that the only Jawah langusges wh. have been raised to the level of being a

# gpeech of Hoslim civilisation ¥ are Javansse and Halay, in which there i3 " g
stately row of translations from 4rable, and also compilations, commentaries, and
a rich popular-raligicus litersiure, independent of %the Arvabic in wh. the local
type of Islan mmwx comes most succesfully to expression.” HMadurese, lakassarsse
and Buginese have shown themselves Y as sulisble zarb for Islam in much less
degree.” p. 265: " 4Yhile many Sundanese attemnt %o learn the highest wisdom
through the medium of Javanese, others whether Achdhnese, Lampongese, pecple from

Sumbawa etc. use Malay."



