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The Rise of Mataram: its organizetion and conflict with the V.0.C.

Have already seen the arrival of the Duteh in this part of
the world and their victory over the Portuguese. Like the latter, the Dutch too
tried fo est. & monopoly in the spice trade and this brought them into conflict
w. those states of the Indonesian world wh. had an interest in trade - Banten and
PDemalk, for instance. Have also seen the sstment. of Dutch Betavia in 1618, Sit.
in the Banten sphere, but perhaps paradoxically the chief threat to the new settle-
ment came from a state whose basis was not chiefly trade - the then rising power of
Hataram.

The traditional account of the rise of Matesrem is given in the BIJ and
attributes its foundation to & certain Kjai Gedé Pemanshean, who wes succeeded by &
his son Sénapati and one more ruler before the renowned S. Agung. According %o
Berg, however, Agung was in fact an usurper who had fabricated = list of royal
ancestors in order to legitimise his cwn position. Will not go into this gn. here
- for the historien Agung is in any case & more important figure then his hypo-
thetical predecessors. Reigned 1613 - 1645 and in & series of overwhelming camp-
aigns put an end to the independence of the north-cosst principalities. Took a
fair time - Madura indep. until 1624, Sursbajs until 1625. Like other strong
rulers of central Java, he laid claim to some sort of suzerainty over places out-
side the island, in his case 3. Sumatra and 5. Borneo. ( Aceh now pre-eminent in
the n'n half of Sumatrs, Siam influential on Malsy penin. )

The incorporation of the north-coast states into Matasrsm hed some
important consequences for Jav. civilisation. Have seen that it was in these states
that Islam first gained an official status; snd the culture patterm of these city
states wes similar to that of other coastal Muslim sultantates in other parts of
the archipelago ( Smatra, Melaye, Clebes, Borneo, etc. J. This type of culture is
often called the " pasisir " culture, from the Jav. word for coast or strand. The
pasisir culture flourished in socieities with s strong intersst in mea-borne trade

rather than in intensive sgriculture. Now, under Agung, elements of pasisir Islam
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became more firmly esiablished in the ares of the Javensse hesritland. Led to

the dévi. of new sitrands or gtraems within the genersl framework of Jav. ¢iv.,

and also to the growth of certain tensions between those whose way of 1life included
more Islsmic elements ZThemyiheixs end thelr neighbours. Geertz mekes division
gantri - abangan - prijaji - probably too sherp, and hard to susitein if you wani

to link r¥ religious belief with occcupation / social status. In practice = an
infinite no. of gradstions, and people who go egeinst Geertz' general trends ( e.g
there are santri prijaji! ) Hevertheless, cen stiil be tension between those who
might be placed at ovvosite ends of the specirum, and this fsctor has been and is

8till quite important in the wey things go on Java.

Agung himself was either s devout Muslim, or & man whose pol. strategy
lay in convineing other Muslims that he was. He obiained the title of Sultan from
Hecca, consulied regularly w. the ulams ( interpretere of the Mudlim law ) and
used flags and banners brought frog Mscca in battle. He also introduced the Jav.

Ers still begine as the
calendsr, another example of the famous Jav. syncretism. Xesxmxsii¥ixsserxisxthex
Hindu-Jav. era ( saka - 78 4.D. Q but = now lunay instead of solar years ( shorter,
and not r@léted to the seasons ). In addition, a dpecially Jav. feature is the
use of a S-day week in conjunction with the T-day one.

The govi. and admin, of Mataram.

Theories of kingship - sees tutorisl. In thinking
( and writing ) about their state, the Javanese divided it into certain areas. At

the centre was the ruler's capita} , the negars or kraton. This was laid out ace.

to a fixed pattern, around a central squave ( alun-alun ). The ruler's residence
would be on one side of the square, the main mosque on another, houses of princes
and officials on ancther, and so on. The kraton might be shifted if the kingdom
had suffered some misforbune or defeat - the old situation wes then considered to ~:lg
have loat the essentisal hermony with the cosmos. In the esse of Yataram it was

moved three times before the parition on the reaslm in 1755, being located in the

area of present-day Jogja until the 1670s and afterwards in the region of modern

Surekarta { Solo ).
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The area arbund %%% negers or kraton was known ass the negers | 2 jEune

in area of villages, not an urban aves,
The next section is the mentis negars { " different regions " ). Subdivided

into pentianegars wéten, mentisnegars vasisir, etc.

The last section was the lansh ssbrang - lands over the sess, s.g. tributary

plages in 3. Sumatra and 5. Borneo,

Locking et how this resalm was administered : firatly the " central
admin. ¥ - thet is, the admin. of the kraton and the negara gung. There was a
fairly eleborate administrative hierarchy, with numerous officials ea. w. hisz owun
title. The most imporitant officisl was the Patih, snd srcund him the four chief
gedanses formed a pattern of symbolic significance. There wers slso times when
rulers did not appoint & new Fetih after the death of a particularly influential
oneg, prefervring to disperse power more. Thers might be more ysdanes than the 4
chief? ones, and they might be subdivided into various groups: e.g. there might be
an equal no. of ws. djerc and djsba. However, the admin. was only rigid on paper
= in practice a men might inherit a 4i%£§i%§%% his predecessor but might have
guite 4iff. funetions while he held the office -~ depended very much on the ebility
end influence of the official concerned.
Hegional admin. ( i.e. of the mantia negars /. Here lay greater problems. Rulers
hed wvaricus ways oven to them to bind the regions %o the centre. Could plece them
under other members of the royal famildy : not generslly favoured, rulers preferred
to keep their bros. ete. at court so that they could keep an eve on them. Could
meke marriags alliances with the locsl lord of the region concerned : this was an
expedient favoured by Agung. Thirdly, could send out officials form the kraton to
govern the various regions - this was the poliecy of Agung's successor, fangk. I.
These officials had various titles: e.g. tumenggung ( & militeruy title, since an
important part of thelr duties was raising end leading srmed foress, esp. when the
state was engaged in mk large-scale military operations. ) As a chkass, however,

these vegional governors came %0 be known as Bupatdl ( Regents ). their positions
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tended to become hereditary, and by intermarrisge and common interests they bscanme
part of the local aristocracy, with the result that the ruler was once sgain faced
with the problem of the regions bresking asyay from the centre. He had v. litile
effective sanction sgainst his officisls becoming locel lords - couldnt stop their
salaries because they weren't paid any ( lived by taking & percentage of the yield
of their area ) and if they did not obey & summons to == eppear at court it was
hard to send military expeditions sgainst them - home side had an advanisge sgainst
visitors because of unfamilisr terrsein, provisioning, etc.

Later, the Dutch were to use the Supati in their system of indirect
rule. They too had the problem of deciding whether %o recognise their positions
as hereditary or not. Policy varied from time to $ime. Led %o abuses: Dutch
tended to favour those Bupaiti who got more export produce out of thelr ares, irr-
espective of neasant suffering, snd vwhereas Tormerly oppressive Hegents tended to
get thrown out in the end, Dutch powsr was sth. of a different order %o any loecal
oppositicn.

Egonomic Regources of the Huler.

Ve 1ittle cash in circulation: what there was =
mostly the réjal, some Chinese money, the rupish. Hostly the " tax " taken by the
ruler = in the form of rice { %o feed the urban pop., and to export ) , other
agric. produce, snd very imporitant, labouk. Labour used to build the ¥ palaces "

- sge howdver Hoovkaas' remark about Jev. kratons not being good enough for a
garage for some of the Indlan rulers.

The ruler’s family had appanasges in the negara
gung from which they could drav produce and labour fTor their needs., The size of
appanages was reckoned in tjstish ( households ), another indication of the import-
ance of manpower,

Officisls and locel lords in the mantia negara collected their

own taxes, brought o certain proportion to the kraton at the (erebep Mulud¥*, when i 0
they were all required to appesr at court.

The taneh gabrang: toially independent economies, didn't even send tribute v. often.
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In general, economic arrsngements vere simpls and based on psasant production.
There wera & number of local economies rather than a " national " one.

Forces tending towabds the bresk-up of the reslim are fabrly clsar from
the sbove. The factors wh. held it together, more or less, were cultursl and
moral rather than politicel and economic ~ & common langusge, and among the gov—
erning class a common ethic, the Y prijaji * ethic, wh. had & grester strength
and cogency than we might think possible. The Ffact that the Dutch recruited their
ar&ieé §%§r§ g’§i§§§§g%%8§8g§§ug§v§ such as the HMekessarese, Balinese, Hadurese

ete. who did not share this cudture and ethic ie significant.

Conflict of HMataram with the Dutch.

Offensive teken by 5. fgung. Had demanded
tribute of Batevis, and had got 1%, but had slsc asked for Duteh heln in his
Surzbaja cempsign and had not got it, therefore decided to atisck. The years
162729 were & pretty rocky pericd for the Dutch seitlement, at this time under
the famous Jan Pieterszoon Coen. On Christmss Eve 1627 a force from Banten
actuslly got inside the Dutch citadel, but was driven out. Then in 1628 and szsin
in 1629 the forces of Agung laid siege to the c¢ity. Theilr military organisstion
was far from contemptible: they brought artillsry through marshes and jJungles wh.
the Dutch had thought impassable, and in the siege itself they appeared well-disc-
iplined, skilled in manceuvras and slege works etc. Although Cesn died of cholera
during the siege, the Duich were sventually able to beat off the Javanese force.
¥t The superiority of Duieh shipping meant that they wers able tu cut off the Javs
food suppbisa. In additicn, they profited from Banten'®s fesr of Halaram - when
Mataram attacked Batavia the 2nd time the ruler of Banten msde pesce w. the Dutch,
feeling he was undoubltedly the lest name on Agung’s list.

This was the first and last direct confrontastion between the Dutch
and Mataram. However, over the next 120 years the Dutch slowly but sursly dis-
vlaced Hataram as pereamount vpower on Java. This wes done not through dirsct atiack
but by Dutch participation in the internsl strife of the Javemese state. The

pattern is as follows: Dutch would help one elaiment to the throne, and this would
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give him the edge over the other. The price of his victory weuld be concessions
&f territory end of the right to trade in certain commodities. Thers was also =
tendency for the claiment who was zetting the worst of £ it ¢ be the one %o ask
for Dutch help - therefors the less eapsble man would get the throne dus to ocut-

gide help, and the state would Ermekiug agif§f%e§n§ar an incompetent ruler. *hen

there would be another revolt, and the pattern would repest iteelf. Exemple of
" epiralling " offect of an initial technologicel disparity bEEEERS YaAV,5kight
one goes into sn ascending spirsl, the other into & descending one, if not cars-
ful.

dWhen Agung died in 1646 he was succesded by his son (A Mangkurat I
{ 1645 - ié??'}. He reversed many of his father's policies, seeming to favour
Javenese tyaéiéieﬁs rather then tlle newer Islamic elemsntis. 5:§Z§§i§ take title
of Sulisn. His actions have been rather bedly received by historians. Distinguish,
however, between moral judgment ( Hall: * a monster of cruelty whose atrocities

were on so extravagant a scale as to be scarcely credible " ) and political /

historical significance: H. VIII was also not & nice man but he did much to

by this centralisation of

strengthen the position of the Bnglish monsrchy and b
power ultimately made the English nation stronger ( even if he didn't really
do it for the common people as far as his own motives ere concerned ). Looking
at the context of Mangkurai's strocities, we see that whereas Agung had forced the
local lords of the conquered regions $o come to court and had tried to sscure their
loyalty through merrisge slliasnces, Hangkurst deliberately destroyed the vhole
group and used officials, whom he constainly replaced, for provineisl administrat-
ion. Attempt to create s sort of centralised buresucracy. He also made an affort
to introduce taxation in money, and mede forelgn irade & state monopoly. However,
his attempt to form a nation-siaite out of & socisty based on & goods economy and
with an undeveloped communications systen was not succesful. 36?@?%@@1%35, it
does show another aspect of the man ( cruel, but not irrationslly so ).

Phlicy towerds Islaem: abolished the Islamic courtsy and actuslly mass-

acred severazl thousand ulsms, prasu&ab?y seeing %hem as an alternative focus of

power toc the monarch. R ee e O obrke i Grbid ¥ %E{WJ\ l} LE{&M
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wWhen a prince of Hadure by the name of Trunsdjsjs who clsimed descent from
the royal family of Majapsit ) rose in revolt, Mangkurat's unpopularity left him
in an extremely perilous position. He asked for and received Dutech help. HNever-
theless, Trunsjays wes able to take and sack the capii&l, while Hanghurst had to
flee. The ensuing war was a long and hard one, and Mangkurst actuslly died before
it could be brought to a conclusion. In 1677 Hangkurat I's son, who became Mangk.
II, signed a treaty w. the Dutch in wh. he agreed to pay %ggigosta in the war, whe
they calculpgted at 20,000 rijksdaslders per month. 4s a guarantee for the vayment
of this money they were given the port of Semarang and its revenues. This was
the beginning of the state debt of Mataram : although iixemmid the Dutch said that
it could be paid in instalments, even so the ruler had no hope of rasising so much
cash, and while he felied %o pay it interest was added to it, so that the situation
became steadily worse. Another provision of the 1677 treaty zave the Dutch a
monopoly in trade in cloth and opium ~ the latter commodity was to produce tenszions
similar to those in China, though on a smaller scale, According to de Graaf, the

miguse of oplum incressed grexily perceptibly after the 1670s.
1682: Dutech finelly captured Trunsjayas, who was killed by Mangkuret LEI. 4s & result
of this war, Etxshmmixihizxtims the old capital was abandoned and & new one builg

2% near Wenakerta. It was called Kartasurs.

At sbout the same time the Dutch brought sbout the downfall of %he
state of Banten. Similar factors operated : family guarrels bringing sbout Dutch
intervention. Sultan éhaif&%ah of Banten ( otherwise known as Lgeng or even
Agung but not to be confused w. the & Mataram Sultan ) had built up a strong fleet
- had English aend Danish help to do this. He engaged in the pepper trade, extend-
ing Benten's control over the pepper plantations and ports of South Sumetra. Many
Chinese bought pepper in Banten, and as mentioned earlier the Iinglish had a factory
there, Abulfateh was a strong Muslim, and ordered that his subjects should wesr
the type of clothing worn in Hecca instead of the Javanese dress. Practices
contrary to Muslim law - such as the smoking of opiugf - were very severely punished,
fbulfatah's relations with Batavia were bad: he refused to extradite fugitives

from the Dutch settlement ( a lot of them slaves escaped into his territory ) and



8).
apparently forced them to embrsce Islam. Like Aceh a% the ssme period, Banten was
a centre of Puslim learning, snd the Dutch records continuslly refer to the coming
end going of " HMoorish popes ¥ In 1669 the Sulten himself sent one of his own
ships, the Salsmat, to Hochs, carrying his son who was meking the pilgrimsge,

This son, Sultan Adji, masde a second pilgrimage to Hecca in 1674-6. This 2nd
pllgrinasge seems to have been for political reasons: it seems that his father had
previcusly zzdsd handed over the reins of government to him, but the nobles of
the state had grown tired of the " exorbitant sway " and " mad temper " of this

¥ giddyhead " ; who was in addition ¥ indiscreet in his expenses “ ( words of

John Fryer, A Hew Account of Indis and ?er§§§.§ - met % Sultan 44Ji's party in

India on their way to the holy land ). They therefore requested S. Abulfatah
to resume suthority. In 1680, back onee more, S. AdjJi rebelled, and despite
their status es infidels, sought Duth help. They had to rescue him from imprison-
ment in his own ppalace - example of the less capable contended seeking Duteh help.
Duteh military superiority forced Abulfatah to flee the capital, in company w.

%
his son Purbajs, who remsined loyal, and a certain emeinent HMuslim divine.

Thus by the first half of the 1680s the Duteh had already put an end
to Banten's independence and sewriously vweakened Mataram. However, there was and
anti-Dutch party st the HMataram court, led by the pstih. This anti-Dutch party
found support in a man called Surapati and his g followers. Origins: unknown, but
not royal. Host likely an escaped Balinese slave: at this time many such in
Duteh Batavia, often prisoners of war from fighting between petty principalities
on Ball; zsxseiixz many women: Dutch prefepred them to Javanese women as concubines.
Hany of these Balinese slaves escaped into the high country sbove Batevia where

they lived by pillage.

Surapati had already been involved in the Benten campaigns
and now joined the anti-Dutch party at Kartasure. 4n expedition was sent against
him - leader killed in en engsgement w. % S. and his followers. Mangkurat II, who
had initially supported him, now beceme afraid of Duteh reprisals, so that 3. |

withdrew to E. Java, where he set up & semi-independent principality.

* 3. Adji became ruler of Banten under strong Duteh control.
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In 1703 Hengkuraet II died, being succeeded by his son Mangkurat III.
Shortly efterwards his uncle rebelled { had in fact already once tried to claim
the throne, in the wake of Trunsjeya's rebellion ). The Dutch chose to support

this uncle rather then Mengkurat. In the ensuing war, known as the First Javanese

Her of Succession, Mengkurat got help from Surapati. S@%egef, once agein the
side supported by the Dutch won, and his uncle became Pekubuwens I. Once egsin
the Duteh hed fmxpxy their price: in 1705 a treaty was signed whereby the whole
of Preanger, %gg?ebang and the eastern half of Madurs were brought under the VOC.
The Sunan's debts were written off, but had to supply the Company w. 800 kojen
of rice every year for 25 yeers. A Dutch gerrison of 200 men ( the so-celled
¥ Sunen's bodyguerd " ) wes instelled at the capital to kesep an eye on things.
Horeover, Pskubuwens hzd to give the Dutch full control of all trade in his king-
dom,

1706 : exped. v. Pasuruan, Surapati killed in batile. A second Dutch exped.
in the following yesr took Pasuruan. Hangkurat III was captured and exiled to

Ceylon ( happened %o meny Jav. princely rebels - so much so that acc. to de Graaf,

Geschiedenis, p. 241, to be Emkmmest " Ceyloned " became the Jav. word for being

exiled J.



