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c.C. %ackﬁéght, * The Imergence of Civilization in South Celebes and else-
whers in Island Southeast Asia ¥
ped. T While, on thés evidence, [ would hesitate to describe South Celebes in
the seventsenth ceﬁ%ury a8 an urban society, it can fairly be charscierized
as civilized. ¥hat we now have %o examine is how that ¥ civilizstion ¥ srose
in the years before 1600,

At'he outset, it is worth reminding ourselves that this happened
before significant Huslim or Egrsp@aa influencs, Heither is there sny but
the merest trace of thet enviching Indlan tradition, so familisr slsewherse in
Southeast Asis.  South Celsbes has some claim to be regarded as a test case of
the vitality of indigenous Southeast Asisn culfures. ©
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Po5. " The view of Southeast Lsia as & g fringe sres, developing late ss a

rasult of slow diffusion from other centres, is now sufficiently discredited:”

K J, Hoorduyn, " Urigins of South (elebes Historicsl ¥Writing " in Sosdjaitmoko

gte 81, ed., % An Introduction to Indonssisn Historiogrephy, mp. 137 - 185,

Be 142 - re the origins of the south Celebes chronicles - v. dry, factusl
( and non-poetical ) works compsred to Jav. historiography.- Their sources
seem to have besn the historiesl disries of the ares. Theg royal diaries
contain info. not only asbout births, marriasges, deaths and other hsppenings
in the roysl family and sbout state affairs, war expeditions, pacis end visits
but alsoc about such extresordinery natural phenomens &s eclipses, earthquskes,
and comets or such occurrences as the arrival of an elephant presenied to the
k. by & Port. merchanbecooces

This habit of keeping diaries { = also privete ones, and some in
Meley from the Melay colony ) seems to have been confined to South Celebes and
the peoples that underwent ecultural influence from there. Not found in Jav.
or Halay 1it. In South Celsebes thers seems to have been & real urge for
recording all sorts of & facts, esp. perhaps in the heydsy of Makassarese

and Buginese cultural expansion. Dats concerning v. practical and materisl
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things such as weapons, fishing implements, houses, ships, financial matters

and inventories, laws, and customs have been recorded on nages of diaries left
apeﬁ for the purpose, as well as in separate notebooks. There exist translations
of Sgaﬁish %6?ES on artillery snd the meking of gunpowder. Buginese maps of

the sea with precise geographicsl annotaticns have been found.

Writing seems to have begun in this area at a comparatively late pesricd -

16th or perhaps 15%th century. Both the Christian and the Muslim calendars seenm
0 have been known before the conversion to Islam, and the Christian one seems

to have been used by preference.



