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society ms 1t hed elsevhere: the Hinsng were producers rather than traders of
pepper, and apart from growing pepper they were wet-rice farmers, in contrast
to the Holuccsns, who were depsndent on Jave for rice. Hevertheless, after the

Dutch wews tk established themselves there it seems thet there was incrsased

emigration, wh. had however started earlier for other ressons : centripetal vs.
centrifugel socieities. Mineng emigration msinly to Malays, where they becanme

rivels of the Buginese.

So_what was the situstion E¥x¥Y8esrtscinkexs

The Dutch had est-
ablished a fairly tight control over the Moluccas; also controlled Mskessar,
essential to the protection of their interests; looser control over Minang area.
They had already teken an importent part in Jav. politics, both in Banten and in
Materam. UNote that the Dutch VOC - one unit - was dealing with a no. of pol.
units - Jave itself divided into slices: Banten / Cirebon / Matarem / Balambeng-
an, and the rest of the archipelago shows & similar pdlitical fragmentation.

This raises the question of the existence of any larger ties of unity between the
various parts: was the modern nation of Idonesia entirely a Duteh creation?
Prior to the later period of Dutch colonization are we merely chronicliﬁg the
histories of =ms separate states, sope relstively more important than others, but
in general presenting & picture of fragmentation?

At the level of state organisetion, it is reasonable to say that

there was no unity. At the personsl level, however, we do find certain peo ple

whoe provide & link between developments in different parts of the archipel.

Such a Tigure is Surspati. He was involved with almost every anti-Dutch mewiz
group in the decades immediately before end affer 1700. It is on this basis that
he has become a national hero of the modern Indonesian republice. e is a rather
exceptional figure, since he iz one of the few important protagonists of the

period of non-royal birth. Although it is hard to say for certain, it seems likely
that he was in origin a Balinese slave brought %o Batavie. At this time there

wes & consid. no. of Balinese slaves in the Duteh settlement: victims of the
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imkerm=k wars of the petty principalities of Bali, they came %o form & sericus
" secutity problem ¥ in Batavie - fmi# tended to run away, form gangs, rung amuk.
Heny of them fled to the uplands above Batavia. It is in this ares that we First
heer of 5., as leader of a banfl of Balinese. For a time he enlisted in the VOO
army, and in this way became involved in the affairs of Banten, belng given the
task of locating Abulfatah and his party end arranging for their surrender. With
Abulfatsh were his loyel son, Purbsya, and & certain Mskssarese by the name of

By _this time his homelend had heen
Sheik YusuR, & Muslim scholer of some eminence. He was also theson-in-law of
conquered by the Dutch: he became one of the Mskassarese expatriates who plaved
fbulfateh: an examphe from better documented %1mes of ﬁhe sort of alliance whe

warious voles in the history of SEA, usually of e more military natures
treditionsl accounts suggest was important for the lslemization of Indonesia,

Surapati actually arranged for the surrender of the party, but the bshaviour of

a certain Dutch officer who demanded Abulfatah's personal kris be surrendered -

& humiliating demend in his terms - caused the Banten varty to flee, and a quarrel
to arise between 5. and the Dutch officer, leading o sn irrevocable break beiween
5. and the VOC. The Banten party were even tuslly rounded up: Jusuf was exiled

to the Dutch settlement at the Cape, where he died 1699. His grave, near Hakessar,
ig still a place of pilgrimage. Surapati, however, pursued by VOC forces, escaped
into the capital of Matarem. Here he joined forces with the Patih, who wes pursuing

gn enti-Dubtch policy.
At this time the ruler of Mataram, Hangkurat 11, wuss

fo 4,600,000, When he heard that the VOC was sending an expedition %o Hartssurs

feeling the pressure of his debt, from the Trunsjeya was, whe §§§3§i%

under the renowned Cap%giﬂ Tack, well known for this part in the fighting §§§%§aai

T?anagaya, he feared *hat the “u%ch wers eemang $o extract. his m&rey f?% %iﬁ”ﬁﬁ%;'

way or aaath%rg In fact Tack was em%sgsre to r@éave %he %%bt £0-'a nidre f. 344, OGG
providing %a%arﬁ reﬁoanaeé all claims to eavereﬂgaty overj? 1?9%Qne Tack was alao

1%5»%asted to s@t @uraagt;,

To cut a long story short, %aﬂgkarat thcugh aet willing

himself o ﬁak@ up ‘arms’ agalﬂs% the Duteh, a¢36weé 3&?&@&1 to meke aa attack wh.

took *he Duteh %g sarprlseg %%%X%g i suffareé grea% losaes,

including Tack himself.,
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After this encounter, H angkurst II llost coursge in face of the anger

/ promised that he @guld " punish those responisble for the outrage ”
of the VOC, end Surapati left Bertasura for East Jave, where he set up =x a
semi-independent principality at Pasurusn. Here he recelved snti-Dutch elements
from many regions - Javanese, Mekassarese, Malays and Chinese - moatly iradine
peoples who had most to lose from the Dutch monopoly. Hs also sent embassies to
Siam. In 170%, when the so-cklled " First Javanese Wer of Succession * broke out,
Surepati took the anti-Dutch side, but the Dutch cendidate won, and thereafter the
Dutch turned their energies towerds his domain. In 1706 Ghey sent an expedition
to Pasurusn, and Surspti himself was killed in battle. In the following year &
2nd Dutch expedition took Pasuruan, and his sons escaped deeper into sastern Java.
Here they and their descendents continued to cause trouble for the Luteh until at
~ least 1778,

From this caresr cen perhaps deduce that their wes & certain amount of
communication end co-ordination between those elements whose interests led them to
oppose the Dutch: meinly Islemic trading communities. ( Banten, Mskassar, Malays
from Borneo etec. ) Note on Surapati's own religion: no pbsitive evidence, but it
is known that many of the Balinese of Batavia became Muslims ( and have now become

absorbed into the Batavien popilation: no surviving Hindu-Balinese community Je

1% should not be thought, however, that with the expansion of butch
interests in the 2nd half of the 17th century, ihm both native states and individ-
uals beceme entirely precccupied with them as against any other outside contacts.
Perhaps the clearest im example of the continuing importance of other civilisat-
ions im Aceh. Throughout the 17th century - even in the second half, which was
& time of political decline - Aceh had & two-way contact with the Muslim Holy
Land which was an imporiant element, perhaps the most important, in forming its
own identity, end which also had its influence on the civilisation of other regions

e to it Gs;%; ﬂ,&s rosg-roads B . . .
of Indonesis. 2%&%” 2 f i et et %g of Fuslim trede, many {traders

sxat( mostly, it seems, Gujeratis ) and from Persis also cme to Aceh.

These contaects introduced into this region meny popular Arab literary works,



