ASIAN CIV, TITSE - LECTURES THIRD TERM 1971.

Lecture - the growth of Malay national feelinz and esp. the contribution of the trad.

aristocracy.
The estment of a Brit. protectorate over Malaya chenged life in thaet country dramgie
ically in some ways while in others 1t hardly affected it at all, Drematic changes:
gth, of 2 demographic revolution was teking place, dus %o Chinese and to & lesser ex—
tent Indian immigration. In the #mg. census of the pop. of the FHS teken in 1931,
Halays were now only 34.7% of the pope  { of course some of the "hinese prob. did
‘the most highly devd.
not stay in Malaya, but a whole lot did ). Of the UMS, Johore had the zame sort of
pop. structure, and Kedhh too had a lot of immigrants. Hand in hand Wwe this tremend-
in the w'n states and Penang and ~ingapore
ous influx of immigrants went a tremendous ec. devt, - immigrants providéng lahour
and skilld for the export economy, and the Brit, govit. seeing %o the provision of
roads, railways, telegraphs, P.Os harbours ete,
H'ever the life of the Halays in & way remained curiously unaffected.
Before the British came, Malaya had been fairly sparsely populted by Halay villagers
who were engaged in agriculture and/or fishing ete. They were not ( and still are
not ) by any means nesr starvation ( much better off than e.g. the Yavanese ) and were
not terribly keen to provide the sort of wage labour the wi British needed to exploit
the country's resources - and in many cases ( e.g. mining ) they didn't have the nee-
easary experience, What happened when the British came was that they made a mutually
profitable allisnce w. the Halay ruling class - the British undertook to maintain the
position and prestige ( if not the real péwer ) of the Halay rulers, and alsc not to
cause oo much disruption in the trad. Malay soc. by opening it up to mod. forces,
and in return the Malay rulers let the British go shead and build up a mod. export
economy based on immigrant labour. ( i.e. between the 2 of them the poor Malay peage
ants were pretty well sold down the creek ), British tock consid, care to maintain
the fiction thé the Halay Sultans were sovereign rulers and the Brit, Residents only
advisers, but the fiction wore pretly thin, esp. in the FuS.
H'ever although the Halay rulers were pretty powerless vig-a-vis
/ backed
the British, within Halay soc. itself their position was actually strengthened ( common
by Brit. power, no longer subject to revolts and rival claimants

effect of colonization - see Furnivall on the Jav. Regents ). Alse it should be re-

membered that under the Pangkor g Engagement wh. was the model for all the subsequent
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agreements between the British and the Halay states, it was specifically laid down
that the Hesident eld. not give ¥ advice " off matters relating to Malay religion and
custom. The Halay ruling class therefore took over this field as their own particular
preserve. Led to an increasse in relig. pomp and ceremcnies, and elso to the creation

of ééggggé%%atiV% and Jjudieiel ?

shmenats for the rgulstion of things Islamic.

These bodies wmrs came into existence in most states and were known as the Councils

of Muslim Religion and HMalay Custonm, They were largely appointed by the ﬁalay rulers,
Hot only was the position of the Malay Sultans confirmed by the

British, but also that of the Halay eristocracy as a whols. They were given positions

on the ststs councils, and they generally hed land and lster on mining rights ete.

whe gave them an sc. advantage. Aleo, from the beg. of the 20th century, a lot of

the younger members of the Halay aristocracy were trained for the civil service -

in faect this type of sducation and training was largely reserved for them. Again,

it can be said that although subordinate in respect to Europeans ( who held higher

renks in the civil service ), they meintained & superior position viges-vis Halays

of lesser birth, and sleo, in this case, vis-a-vis the immigrant communities, becsuse

it was British policy to keep them out of the %% olvil service ( thought it would be-

come too touchy if non-feleys were seen telling Malsys what to do, and so Malay off-

icers, s they were called, were glmoet alvways used in %he rursl areas where the

Malays lived ). Thus in both the FMS and the UMS the prestige and authority wh,

the aristocracy had by virtue of birth was re-inforced by the admin, authority wh.

they were given by the colonial govi. In the East coast states ( K@i&ﬁt&ﬁ, Trengg-

anu ) things were slightly different because iumrz the sort of devi. wh. was tsk;ng

place on the west coast was pretvity well absent, so that they remained more or lésa

trad. societies.
Although the immigrants had initislly been brought in becuase the
Helay ® villagers were unwilling or unable to supoly the labour and skills useéeé’té
develope Halaya's export economy, the British soon devd. a policy of actuslly tryi&g‘q\
hurly=-burly ,
to keep them village farmers and more or less out of the modern world., There were
various reasons for this: the Halay ruling cless, w. whom the British were in ai“

sense allied, were afraid of the disruptive effects wh. mod, life might produce on .\

Halay soec, ( partly out of fear of losing their own position if mod. ideas caught
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on, parily bscause they felt that their people just wouldn't be able to compete if
they were thrown tog. w. the Chinese ang the Indiansg ). Also, a lot of Brit, colonial
administrators had rather sentimental views sbout the idyllic nature of Halay village
life and wished to preserve it intect. Since HMalaya had been fairly sparsely popul-
ated, it was possible for the Buropeans and Chinese to start plantations without
taking land from the Halaye. The British took care to frame policies which would
give the Malay peasant an individual title to his land, to keep the peasant in DOSE=
ession of the land he inherited, and to keep him cultivating crops esp. { irrigated )
rics »”iéay also had an interest in maintaining food production to support the PODe
whe was of course increasing rather rapidly w. all the immigration. They also crested

areas
Malay Heservations, within which land eld. be sold only to other Malays.

48 a result of thess politcies as well as of their initial plasition
=
Vig-g-vis the imm iigrants, the Helays didn's participate much in the developing export
economy. About the only field thes entered was rubber production - rubber vas, with

tin, one of the most important exprt products of Malaye ( introd, 1877: v little act-

[

wally grown before the beg. of the 20%th century; boom years 1918~2, caused by rise in
1abeur mostly Indian

price of Brazilisn rubber Jo  Efter 1910 quite & few Halay peasants took %o rubber

smallholding as & wey of earning a cash income, and this devt, did lead to some degres

of monetizetion in the Helay pessent economy. H'ever the middlemen ( ebgaged in prep-

aration, merketing ete ) were still mostly non-faley, and after some ¥ears the Brit.

govte introduced legislation whe drastica ' ly limited any further rubber planting by

[

Malays - they wanted to keep food production up, and also to reduce any possible
competition to their own rubber pdantations,

The Brit. Govt.'s provision of elementary
sducation in Yalay was another factor whe tended to isloate the Yalays from the other

&11 the punils a4
elements of “als gyan soc. - nearly rEmRnILhn C¥

f(am:\,)p/w& %rm)eeé« B3 et -

schools were lalay chizérem‘
el v p ro ey vt cmsontap Al

ca eyt

In general then the Halays remisned within their traditional village society - erﬁ@é fL”;V¢ﬁ5

& ve amall part of the city pop. = only about 10% in 1921 ( and thase urbsn ;alays fﬁlf i;

Wwere only about 4-5% of the total Halay pop. ) Therefore they tended to be 131&&%@@ Q?;f mdﬂ

from the sort of devts. whe were fostered by urban life elsewhere in Siy . gﬁ%laﬁal%%%ﬂ

tends to be stimulated in an urban environment - people from all regions of e.g. Indo-

nesiz meet in cities 1ik ¢ Djekarta, or in gatherins of students at the older Jav. town

ffﬁi

YéLf OV G
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.
s

like “olo end Jogja. The rural nature of the Malay community goes some wey towsrds

%

explaining why their was no gte devt. in Malay nationalism before the 1940s. ¥hat
Haley feeling ther was often cen red on imgk loyklties such as religion or the state
( i.e. Johore, Hegri Sembilen ete. ) rather thsn on the nation. H'asver the Halsys
were becoming increasingly conscious of some sort of national identity, and % leader-—

3

ship groups played & part in this process. Lach of these groups was assoc. w. a
/ having had the same
grzeducation

Y

&

background - in Halaya as in Indonesis EXEuy

ertain sort of educational

o]

{ Indoneisa: Dutch~language, Taman Siswa ete, ) was & powerful factor in ironing out
regional differences snd making people Tesl they had sth. in common. IN Halays, the
first of the 3% groups maE arose from the Islamic-educated religious reform movt.; the
second was hhe largely Malay-educated radical intelligentsia; and the third was the

English-educated bureaucracy, ite upper ranks drawn largely from w'in the trad. Malay

Relig, reform movi, - see Mr. Cox's tutoridl,

Second édlite group - the ascular,

Halay-sducated intelligentsia ( plus & few young Malays who had been %o Cairo but had
been more affected Bhere by anti-colonialist ideas then by the Islamic reform movt. )
Hany members of this group were teachers and journelists who had recleved their education

. = et B e . zeh
at the Sultan Idris Training College for vernscular o

ool=teachers
%Xﬁég

o= This group was
drsntey

£

. s v s e s . . of the Sultan
considerably influenced by devis. in Indonesia. The £%

Idris Training College was 0.T. Dussek { he was appointed whn the college opened in

1922 and held the post until 1936 ) found that his teacher-~trainees had a v. low stande
this by
ard of education ( products of village schools J and decided to improve theis

concentrating on the study, use and devi. of Maley language, literature and history.
In this he was consid. whe in
3 sxilis helped by the activites of Balsi Pustaks zfimr the 1920s

wes publishing a lot of stuff in Indonesian ~ ranging from transletions of Dutch Vog-
ational treining manusls and bocks on infant care therough translations of Burop..
fietion to origihal fiction by Indon. writers. Thus the Indonesians udder Dutch givd-
ance had already made & start on adapting the Halay lenguage for techniecsl and SpeC- -

iglist works as well ag for a mod. litersture, Dussek was able to puechase B.P.
widely-read

2

textbooks for use in the 3.I.7.C. 4 lot of the early Indon. novels ware

%

iz anong this dalay-aducated group - works like Marsh Rusli's Sitti Nurbaias end




Y

5le
Abdul Muds' Ssleh Asushen % - all B.P. B publications, plus the sc-ecszlled ¥ roman
pitjisan * and the Malsy-lang. periocdicals published in Indonesis ( no fewer than

5% in 1920, despite the low rate of literscy ).
The fact that most of their reading

material came from Indonesia, and thet the Indonesians were obviously much faither
ehead in the cultivation of Malay, mesnt that many of this group desired & closer
association w. Indonesia - even spoke of the crestion of a Grester Halsysis or
Greater Indonesia. Since most of them were peasants by birth ( the idea of the
5.1.7.C. was that they wld. go hack to their village and give elementary education
to the younger children there ) they tended to be influenced more by the left wing
of the Indon. ngt.'ist movement. They were criticel not only of British colonialsim
but also of ih= both the trad. Malsy 4lite and the new English-educated bourgeoisie -~
partly becusse this English education opened up opportunities for advencement wh. were
these Malsy-educated radicals
denied to those who had only HMalay education. H'ever ilmy did not have a2 coherent pol.
program, nor were they tightly & organised, although in 1938 they did form an smbryo
pol. organisation called the Kesstuan Melsyu Muda, wh. the British kept an eye on.
They need not have worried too much hovever - its radicalism was not shared by the
majority of Malays. Before the war it falled ulterly to gein enything like & mass or
z01idly peasanit-based following. Reasons for this: the influences ( Indon. natism
etc. ) wh. had moulded the thinking of thése Malay-educated radicals had been f2lt by
only a v. small group { S.I.T.C. had sbout 120 new students per year in the 1920s )
and the great majority of Maleys were sheltered in ( or fossilised by ) the cocoon of
their %» village agrarian soc. - remained more atitached to their trad. leaders, nod
interested in lavger pan-Indonesian programs.

administrators

surernerzta and

Third new lesdership group - English-educated
public seyvants, who were mostly drawn from the old Malay ruling class. During the
19%0s there wea quite Tierce competition between Malays and Indians and Vhinese for
govt. clerical and technical posts. This was becuese the govi. had introd. policies

to bring more Malays into the subordinate brances of the govi. service, and the Chine

ese and Indisns really felt the pinch during the depression years when the total no.

of govt. jJobs aveilsble was drastically reduced, and when theye was also a lot of
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unemployment in mining and in plantation industries ( esp. rubber ). The leaders of
both the Chinese and the Indian communities argued that non- Malay communities shld.
be given the same rights as the Malays, , at least in proportion to their contrib. to
the economy. Melay response: " If you get someone in to build a house, wou don't ask
him to live with you afferwerd.” (me of the big Qﬁg( %gbﬁgfgga was how fer the ilmm~

igrant communities imx¥z there intended to settle permanently, and, even if they did

the
CHE

L aggelties were involved w. Malaya as opposed to their

settle permanently, how far
" mother countries “. In this respect & quite common phenomenon was an immigrent feme
ily whe. had been settled in Halaya for several generations but atill for instance

sent home ( e.g. to India ) for wives for their sons, etc. In Malaye the most imp-

ortant, because most numerocus, ( Fisher:

alien community was the Chinese. The Uhinese comminities throughout SEA wers quite
strongly influenced by devis. on the Chinese mainland - the growth of Chinese nat'ism.
Sun Yat-sen, who visited SEA more than once, was largely finsnced by overseas Chinese

capital, and the 1911 Revolution { when Sun Yet-Sen became President ) led to the

growth of study and resding groups w. pol. overiones zk x among the  hinese of SEA,
as well as a growth in enthusiasm for mod. education in “hinese. When the mainland
Chinese nationalists split into the Kuomintang end Chinese Communist Party in 1927,
both movis. found supporters in SEA. In Malays, the Kuomintang branch there was
banned in 1930, and the same year saw the founding of the Maslayan Communist party,
whe Was sﬁxﬁig§§§§§%§§§§;¥hinese organization., although it had some links w. comme
anti-imperialist and China-centric
units movis. in Indonesia and Bietnam. This pol. activity of the Chinese, tog. we
their comparative ec. success and ebility to orgenize themsleves and provide mod.

education for their children acted as irritents to the Mslay élite groups, but also

in & way as modela,

From the late 1920s onward, the tred, Mslay ruling e¢lgss - both
those who, like the rulers and their estments., were still part of the old pattern
end those who had been absorbed into the new coloniszl buresucracy - showed concern at

From / the
the obviously disadventaged positionof the Malay in the mod. world. #m 1927 periocdic

gatherings of rubers ( durbars ) whe had been going on since 1897 - British wanted

them to be accompanied by " as much pomp and circumstance as possible " - began to
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be held more regularly. At these gatherings various proposals were made to improve
the sit. of the Malay - s.g. it was proposed to encoursge Javanese immigration in-
stead of Chinese, alsc to sirengthen Malay rights to the land etc. Also in the
Federal and State Councils the Malay members - all of hgih status in the trad. Malay
8cc. = pressed for more jJobs for Pnglish-educated Mabsys snd for more Malay reserv-
ations for the pessants. H'ever they were hampered frompressing their case too far
by their official positions, so in 1938 = elements of this English-educated Malay
élite began to form avowedly pok. Malay Assbeistions on a state ( not nation-wide )
basis. These Melay Assccistions were generally rather consevative and loyal both o
the Malay rulers and to the British - seen as a continuing protection agsinst the
pragasure of the lmmigrant communities ( rather ivonical since the British had act-
ually brought them in ). These Malay Associations had much more success in attract-
ing mass support than the Malsy~educated radicsl group had, because the Malay Assoc-
iations were strongly tied to the tred. aristocracy to wh. most Haleye were still
loyal. ~In 1979 and 1940 there were nstional comferences at whe various attempis wers
made o construct a unified nationsl associstion - fizled because of siate rivalries
end an inabllity te see beyond the trad. HMalay pol. structure. Further consideration
of this gn. wes supposed to be given at the next conference, planned for the next year
bt not held becuase of the impend ing Japanese invasion. Despite this somevwhat
parochial tendency however the growth of a genuine Malay nationalism after the war

owed much both in ideology and in % structure to the Malay Assoc. movi. and its leader-

ahip.
Jepenese occupation. Tended to worsen communal divisions in Mslsya. The Jap=-
on the whols

snese iz gxke left the Halays slone but trsated the Chinese v. badly. 3Since the

outbresk of war between China and Japan in 1937 the Malayan “hinese had contributed
generously to the China relief fund, end the Japanese executed those they thought had
/ Chinese
contributed, along with jJournaliets, schoolteschers and studernts, govit. sermants,
J.P.8 etec who were considered likely %o have pro-British sympathies. I% was in Tact
the Chinese who organised the only sctive guerrills resistance to the Japanese, i.s.
the Malaysn People's Anti-Japanese Army, also known as the ¥ Three Star " army be-
cuase of its badge ( 1 star for each race, although it was in essence a Chinese movi. )

It was organised under the direction of the Halayen Communist Party. The Malayan

branch of the XHT also had 7 guerrills groups.
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Some Indians joined the Indian National Army ( raised by S.C. Bose from Indien
prisoners in Jap. hends ) but thousands of others were carried off to work, and
dis, on the Burms railwey. Heny Halays got positions under the Jpanese fo wh. they
cld. never heve attained under the British. “hose who collaborated w. the Japanese
Prob. the only common experience was hungsr and general
were herrassed by the MPAJA. The Japanese survender led to & general seititling of old
dislocation,
scores. and when the British came back in September 1945 some of the peopde of Malave
looked forward to an early end o colonial rule, while others were Tearful of Just
that - had experisnced the %%%%asf vislence and divisions that wld. come inito play.
HMalsyae achieved indspendence in quite a diff. way from Indonesis -
did not have to mount an armed Tight against & colonisl powsr whe 4id not wish to let
g0. During the war yesrs the British had actusliy started 4o work out & plan for a
modern, unified { and prob. - eventually - indep. ) Malay state. This plen was made

provided for the ereation of
. P " / . e
rmypgsn o unifisd Melaven state | excluding Singspore,

public in Janusyy 1946, and
wh. was to remain & separete colony ;e This involved the cession of all separate
Jurisdiction from the various Meley sultsns to the British crown. Winetedt ( Moleya

3

and its History pe 140 ) says thet this was because whitehall believed that a sirong

centralized govt. might have done more Yo halt the Japsnese conquest then a patchwork
federation had dons. The other main provision of this British plan was thed anyons
who had besn resident in Malays for 10 out of the preceding 19 years { put ez 15,

not counting the Japanese occupation ).

This Union plan was possibly the nmost con-
troversial act of the British during thelr time in Halaya. FEven now opinions are
fairly sharply divided - seems to depend on where your sympsthies lis. { " every-
one who works on Malaye thinks there's one rece %00 many and you scon find out whe
one it is ". ) TFor two opinions read Purcell, Chinese in SEA Ppe 318 — 329 and
Yinstedt, Hal

gya and its History pp. 140-147. ¥instdel saye that the Union wes a

wicked plan wh. the British ( or rahter " Whitehaell " - Winstedt himself was a

Malayan administrator ) had devised because of a misteken bslief thet the Halays had
hekped the Japanese ( perhaps they hadn't helped them, but they hadn't done much %o

hinder them either ). Says pressure was put on the highly civilized and sble Halay
Sultans o surrender their powers and thet the Union wld. have asllowed the Mslsys to

wld. ha%@ been admittad
be completely swamped by the " lumigrant Y communitvies, who =iu
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even fto the admin. service, so that a Maley eld. be tried by a Chinese or Indien
Judge in his own country. Says already the immigrants conspired %o keep the Yalays
cut of trade aund igéustryj Purcell on the other hand says that the Union Eiﬁiz@ﬁshig
provisions were just end the British allowed themselves to be stampeded into abandon-
ing them beceuss of sgitation started by some influential British ez-colonisl admine
istrators, etc., and allow the “alays alone to frame the gountry’'s constitution.

Rightly or wrongly, the Haiwys British did abendon the Union nizamx
The Union had sctually come into force on 1 April, but hed genersted a tremendous
amount of opposition, so that it had to be abandoned after 18 months. Malay leaders,
of whom the most important was Onn bin Ja'afer of Johore, brought into being within
weeks a mass Maley movement, the United Mslays National Organization ( UMNG ) to
fight the Union scheme ( enother irony ). By mid-1946 talks were being held bitwn.
the Brit. govi., the Halay Sultans, and the UMNO. As Purcell admits, the Chinese
community did not meke e strong stand on behalf of the libersl citizenship provisions

of the Union plan, a fact wh. lent colour to the Malay claim that the Chinese were

actually not interested in what was hsppening in Malaya. H'ever when INEyiugnciusss

tha% = olve, there

Lot %3§§§2,?%%;;%%?ﬁéggz§§§%§§§ i%ﬁz%&i:)i EEREX  was some opposition, mainly

from lefi-~wing groups such as the multiracial and socialist Malayan Democratic Union

( MDU ) me# wh. was joined by Chinese communists and some Malay supporters of the
pan~Indonesia idea. However these groups were not able to exert much influence, and
what emerged from the talks was a return to a more federsl system of govt., based on
the trad. state structure, greatly restricted citizenship, and the introd. of &
non-elective legislative council w. an appointed mejority ( whe included the 9 Hslay
rulers ). The new Federation of Malays was imaugurated on Feb. 1 1948 ( not Ap#il 1 )
H'ever this was not the end of the road. After the war, the MPAJA
had disbanded itself and the Halayan Communist Party hed turned to work in the trads
unions - w. quite a bit of success, agsin mostly among the Chinese since most of the
urban proletariat were Chinese. H'ever the British took sterh memsures to prevent
industrial unvest and 4nopREBEEEk.tlE uPBleohEnd et SRESEEYS e RubEsnds Paf padngd

the MCP turned in 1948 to armed revolt, and the resulting situation, known as the

" Emergency " lasted for 12 years, though the most serious part was over by the mid

"50s. ( for full account see Purcell ).
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The aim of the MCP and ite army ( the Malayan Races Lib. Army - though
Purcell says it was 99% Chinese ) was to subvert the economy by s#é disrupting tin snd

rubber production, wh. wers its msinstays, and %o win mass support and overthrow the

Jircies siter some initial successes in assszginating Buropean - and
- bubber planters and tin miners by far
capitalist Chinese ( the figures given by Purcell on p. 338 shew that 4; §iarges%

colonial govi.

percentage ol those killed by the tervorists in 1948 were %hinase«}ser% of Chiness
class war? ) H'ever by 1949 they were forced to retreat to the jungle, and carry
on guerrills war, How much support dld they sctually have? FPuroell says that from
first ¢o last not wmors than 3-5,000 guerrillas were involved, and cssualtiss on both
sides numbered only 100s, not 10008 ( & tea-perty compared %o Vietnsm ). Did not
get mupport from the Malays becouse the Melays viewed the whole thing sz 2 Chinese
attempt to take over. Got some initial support from the Chinese - partly because

they felt they had no stake in the Federation, partly out of fear ( terrorist tact-

ics ) - especially from among the squatter communities, %ut the British asterted re-
settling

iz these squatters into " New Villages “ ( Briggs Plan ). Between 1950 and

1952 500,000 “hinese were re-settled - slso 10,000 deported to Ghina. This firm
govt. action encoursged the “hinese om community to resist terrvorist pressure,

One result of the Emergency was that leading Chinese became con-
cerned that the Chinese community had no respecteble pol. organizsiion 4o speak for
it, corvesponding to the Malsy's UHNO. Thersfore in Feb. 1949 a no. of well-io-do,
western~educated Chinese, led by the millionsires Ten Cheng lLock and H.3., Les, and
encouraged by the British, formed a Halaven Chinese Association. Although 1% repres-
ented the “hinese commumnity its stated first aim was £ ¥ the promotion and meintensnce
of interracial harmony in Malaya " ( SSEA p. 368 )

The ezistence of these 2 sirong

and respectable organisations, plus the fact that the British reslised that the best

gz enswer to the Communists ideological claims to be fighting & war of liberat-
ion was to take steps in the direction of independence, led to & genersl improvement
in the pol. sit. A British-sponsore lisison committee brought about the first re-
conciliation biwn. the representatives of the 2 commumnities, and plans were dyawn up
whereby the Chinese got more libersl citlizenship propesals in return for sconomic nss-

istance to the Maleys, who vere vecongnised to be economically disadvantaszed.
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In 1982, the first democratic elections took place, and the UMNC ahé the
HCA formed a temporery pact wh proved so succesful thet it led to & permenent alli-
ience, and in August 1953 the Natioanl Allisnce was formed. October 1954: the Malayan
Indian Congress slso jolned, thus completing the Malavan commumsl specirunm.
1955 elections: electorste was still 80% Malay, beczuse of the 600,
000 Chinese eleigible to vote ( about half the adult pop. - SSEA p. 365, check )
fewer then one quarter chose to register. <Thus had t%@ ait. thet many MOA members of
the Legislstive Council depended largely on Malay votes.
Thus the way was opened for independencs. Before, the British
had been reluciant because of the bad sit., but the multi-racisl alliance now seemed
to answer all their objections. Its lsaders were moderste ( often eristocratic )

Melays and well-to-do Chinese and Indian businessmen, who sesmed to offer pol. stability

as well as a reasoﬁabia guarantee for British investments. During the long series of
talks that followed on working out the shepe of independence, there wers still con-
sidersble diffs. of opinion on the crucial issues of eltizenship, langusge, the specisal
poaition of the Halays. Finslly, the UMNO and the HCA, recognizming that nsither comne-
unity wid. be abls %0 mansge on its own, presented to the Dritish a joint set of 4All-~
iance propesals embodying compromises by both parties.

The essential points of thiz compromise sclubtlion are as follows:
the Melay sultans would continue in ssch siate, rscting ass constitutional monsrchs on
the advice of ministers chosen from the majoriity party in fully elected siste legige
lative assemblies; every 5 vears these suliens would sppoint one of themselves as
paramount ruler { Yang simpert diper-Tuan Agung | who would likewise act on the advice
of ministers responsible to & fully elected nstional nerlisment: Izlam would be the
state religion, but the individual wld. have freedom of relligion: oitizsaship for
all born in Malaye in the fubure, and to increasingly largs nos. of resident Chinese

and Indisns by naturalization: Malay %o bacoms the sole nationsl langusge after 10

vears, and until then Halay end English zers to continue ass Jjoint netionsl ls ges;

and the special needs and position of the Malayes to be recognized by reserving to them
certein proportion

a2 no of pleces in the public services and giving them spsciel scholarships and ceriain

sorts of ec. opporbunity.

The British accepted this propossl and on August 31 1957 the

indep. FPederation of Malsyae came into being.



